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 ICONIC NEW YORK FIREBOAT TO BE “DAZZLED” FOR WW1 CENTENARY 

 
This summer, New York based artist Tauba Auerbach will “dazzle” an iconic New York 
fireboat in homage to painters and dazzle technology behind the camouflaged ships that 
crossed the Atlantic during the First World War. Titled Flow Separation, the work is part of 
14-18 NOW, the UK’s arts programme for the First World War centenary, and commissioned 
with Public Art Fund, New York, who for over 40 years has been bringing dynamic 
contemporary art to a broad audience in New York City and beyond for free.  The work will 
launch in July 2018. 
 
Auerbach will dazzle the Fireboat John J. Harvey, painting optically vibrating designs based 
on her current research exploring fluid dynamics on every surface of the boat. As a former 
sign painter, Auerbach also has an enduring interest in older painting traditions and 
technologies. The dazzled boat will be docked at various locations around the New York 
Harbor and will make free trips along New York’s waterways for passengers several days a 
week throughout the summer and early fall.  
 
Unlike other forms of camouflage, dazzle works not by concealing but by baffling the eye, 
making it difficult to estimate a target’s range, speed and direction. “Dazzle” was developed 
by the British marine artist Norman Wilkinson during the First World War to counter the 
threat posed by German U-boats. He employed techniques that resembled those of avant-
garde British painters such as Wyndham Lewis and David Bomberg. Each ship’s dazzle 
pattern, realised in monochrome and colour, was unique in order to avoid making classes of 
ships instantly recognisable to enemy U- boats and aircraft.  
 
Keen for his approach to be adopted by the US Navy, Wilkinson engineered a conspicuous 
entry to the New York Harbor aboard the huge converted liner USS Leviathan, which had been 
vividly dazzled in Liverpool prior to the transatlantic crossing. Franklin D. Roosevelt, then 
Assistant Secretary of the US Navy, was impressed with the technique and ordered the 
implementation of Wilkinson’s dazzle approach for the US Navy. 
 
Tauba Auerbach is the fifth artist in the series of Dazzle Ship commissions, which has seen 
artists Ciara Phillips, Peter Blake, Carlos Cruz-Diez and Tobias Rehberger dazzle vessels 
across the UK.  This is the first Dazzle Ship commission in the United States and is 
supported by 14-18 NOW’s international partner Bloomberg Philanthropies. 
 
Jenny Waldman, Director of 14-18 NOW, said: 
“We are delighted to work with Public Art Fund to present Flow Separation, the first in our 
series of Dazzle Ships to be presented outside of the UK. Tauba Auerbach’s work will give 
audiences the chance to reflect on a crucial moment when art contributed to saving lives in 
the First World War.”  
 
Nicholas Baume, Director and Chief Curator of Public Art Fund, said: 
“Flow Separation extends the Public Art Fund tradition of offering brilliant artists a platform to 
rethink New York City's urban landscape and engage the public with contemporary art in 
extraordinary ways. Auerbach's “dazzled” ship - her first public artwork - initiates a 



 

 

conceptually inventive and visually captivating dialogue with the past. We’re thrilled to 
partner with 14-18 NOW to commission the first contemporary Dazzle Ship in this 
series – and last to be unveiled before Armistice Day 2018 – to be conceived for New York 
City."  
 
Flow Separation is co-commissioned by Public Art Fund and 14-18 NOW. Dazzle Ship 
series co-commissioned with the Liverpool Biennial. Supported by Bloomberg 
Philanthropies. 
 
For further press information please contact: 
Erica Bolton or Lara Delaney 
Erica@boltonquinn.com / lara@boltonquinn.com / 020 7221 5000 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
Tauba Auerbach 
Tauba Auerbach was born in Berkeley in 1981 and earned a BA in Visual Art from Stanford 
University in 2003. She has exhibited internationally in important one-person exhibitions 
such as The New Ambidextrous Universe (2014) at the Institute of Contemporary Arts, 
London, and Tetrachromat (2011) that opened at Bergen Kunsthall, Norway, and traveled to 
Malmö Konsthall, Sweden, and Wiels Contemporary Art Center, Brussels. Her work has also 
been exhibited in a number of major museum shows, notably INDUCTION: Tauba Auerbach 
and Éliane Radigue, Cleveland, Ohio (2018) Reciprocal Score: Tauba Auerbach + Charlotte 
Posenenske at Indipendenza Studio, Rome (2015); DECORUM: Carpets and tapestries by 
artists at the Musée dʼArt Moderne, Paris (2014-15); the Walker Art Center’s Lifelike 
(2012); The Indiscipline of Painting at Tate St. Ives (2011-12); the 2010 Whitney Biennial; 
MoMA P.S.1’s Greater New York (2010) and the New Museum’s Younger Than 
Jesus (2009). In 2011 she received the Smithsonian Artist Research Fellowship Award. 
  
14-18 NOW 
14-18 NOW is a programme of extraordinary arts experiences connecting people with the 
First World War, as part of the UK’s official centenary commemorations. It commissions new 
work by leading contemporary artists across all art forms; the programme has included over 
200 artists from 35 countries, with commissions taking place in 160 locations across the UK. 
Over 30 million people have experienced a project so far, including 7.5 million children and 
young people. 16.7million people took part in LIGHTS OUT in 2014, and 63% of the 
population were aware of Jeremy Deller’s 2016 work ‘We’re here because we’re here’. The 
UK tour of the iconic poppy sculptures by artist Paul Cummins and designer Tom Piper have 
been seen by over 3.5 million people to date.  14-18 NOW has won many awards for its 
work, including the National Lottery Heritage Award 2017, a Museums Heritage Award and 
the Chairman’s Award at The Drum Social Buzz Awards 2016.  It is supported by the 
National Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund and Arts Council England, by the 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, and by additional fundraising.   
  
Public Art Fund  
As the leader in its field, Public Art Fund brings dynamic contemporary art to a broad 
audience in New York City and beyond by mounting ambitious free exhibitions of 
international scope and impact that offer the public powerful experiences with art and the 
urban environment. Public Art Fund was founded in 1977 by Doris C. Freedman (1928-
1981), and since its inception has presented more than 450 artists' exhibitions and projects 
at sites throughout New York City’s five boroughs as varied as streets, plazas, parks, buses, 
billboards, and even major landmarks like Times Square, Rockefeller Center, the Brooklyn 
Bridge, Columbus Circle, and Lincoln Center. This has made it possible for artists to engage 
diverse audiences and, along the way, redefine public art in relation to the changing nature 
of contemporary art.  



 

 

 
Bloomberg Philanthropies 
Bloomberg Philanthropies works in over 120 countries around the world to ensure better, 
longer lives for the greatest number of people. The organisation focuses on five key areas 
for creating lasting change: Arts, Education, Environment, Government Innovation, and 
Public Health. Bloomberg Philanthropies encompasses all of Michael R. Bloomberg’s 
charitable activities, including his foundation, corporate and personal giving. In 2017, 
Bloomberg Philanthropies distributed $702 million. For more information, please visit 
www.bloomberg.org or follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, and Twitter. 
 
First World War Centenary Partnership 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain 
and the world. IWM is marking the centenary by leading a vibrant, five-year programme of 
cultural activities across the world. IWM will be announcing its programme to mark the 
anniversary later this year. For more information visit www.1914.org 
 
 

               
 
 

  


