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14-18 NOW INVITES EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FROM 
ACROSS THE UK TO HOST THE POPPIES SCULPTURES 

 
14-18 NOW are inviting expressions of interest from across the UK to host the 
iconic poppy sculptures Wave and Weeping Window in 2015 and 2016. The new 
presentations will start this year, and are intended to give people across the UK 
the chance to experience the impact of the ceramic poppy sculptures in a range of 
places of particular First World War resonance.    
 
Wave and Weeping Window are from the installation Blood Swept Lands and 
Seas of Red – poppies and original concept created by artist Paul Cummins and 
installation designed by Tom Piper – by Paul Cummins Ceramics Limited in 
conjunction with Historic Royal Palaces.  The installation was originally at HM 
Tower of London in the autumn of 2014. 
 
Weeping Window is the cascade of poppies that was seen pouring out of a high 
window down to the grass below. Wave is a curling swathe of poppies which rose 
up to create an arch over the entrance to the Tower. The two sculptures, together 
totaling 7800 poppies, have been saved for the nation by the Backstage Trust and 
the Clore Duffield Foundation, and gifted to 14-18 NOW and Imperial War 
Museums.  Financial support for the presentations has been received from the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport and the Heritage Lottery Fund, and 
fundraising for the presentations is ongoing. 
 
A number of criteria will be considered in choosing the locations, including ability 
to provide free access to view the work, the appropriate space to install the 
sculptures, and relevant resonance with the heritage of the First World War. 
 
The locations for the presentations across the UK will be chosen by a panel 
including the artist Paul Cummins, designer Tom Piper, Director of 14-18 NOW 
Jenny Waldman, Ade Adepitan and Director-General of IWM Diane Lees. The 
panel will consult with Historic Royal Palaces and other stakeholders in making 
their decision. 
 
 
If you are interested in presenting one of the sculptures please email 
poppies@1418now.org.uk for an information pack. 
 
For any enquires about the application process please contact 14-18 
NOW: poppies@1418now.org.uk  
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The deadline for applications to host the poppies in 2015 is 10am on 
Monday 22 June.   
 
The deadline for applications to host the poppies in 2016 is 10am on 
Monday 3 August. 
 
Expressions of interest to present the poppies in 2017 and 2018 will 
open in early 2016. 
 
 
National Press Enquiries: 
Erica Bolton or Lara Delaney, Bolton & Quinn 
6 Addison Avenue 
London W11 4QR 
Tel: 020 7221 5000 
Email: erica@boltonquin.com / lara@boltonquinn.com 
 
Regional Press Enquiries: 
Anna Christoforou 
Tel: 07818 035 690 
Email: anna@annachristoforou.com 
 
 
Notes to Editors 
 

Paul Cummins 

Paul Cummins MBE is a ceramic artist, internationally renowned for the 
installation 'Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red' at HRP Tower of London 2014, 
as well as many other installations including his work on the Cultural Olympiad in 
2012.  
 
Locations for previous works include the Houses of Parliament, Chatsworth 
House, Althorp Estate and Blenheim Palace.  
  
Paul was inspired to produce a ceramic poppy to honour every death in the British 
forces of the First World War, numbering 888,246. 
 

Tom Piper 

Tom Piper MBE was Associate Designer for the Royal Shakespeare Company from 
2004 to 2014, and was closely involved in the redevelopment of the Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre.  His theatre credits include over 30 productions for the 
RSC, including the award-winning History series. Other recent designs 
include Hamlet, King Lear (Citizens Theatre), Red Velvet (Tricycle Theatre and St 
Ann's Warehouse, Brooklyn), Tamburlaine (TFANA New York), Pride and 
Prejudice (Regent's Park Theatre), The King’s Speech (Birmingham Rep and 
Tour) and Zorro the Musical (West End and world tour). Piper's opera credits 
include Macbeth and Falstaff (Scottish Opera), Orfeo (ROH and Roundhouse). 
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Tom collaborated with the British Museum and Alan Farlie Architects on the 
exhibition Shakespeare: Staging the World in 2012 as part of the Cultural 
Olympiad. 
 
Tom is a Creative Associate at the Tricycle Theatre. His many awards include an 
Olivier Award (costume design) for the Histories series. 
 

14 -18 NOW 
A programme of special commissions by leading artists from Britain and around 
the world to mark the centenary of the First World War as part of the UK’s official 
centenary commemorations.  The first season centred around 4 August 2014 
(Anniversary of the Declaration of War), and the focus of the subsequent two 
seasons will be July 2016 (anniversary of the Battle of Somme) and November 
2018 (centenary of Armistice Day). 14 -18 NOW is supported by the National 
Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund and Arts Council England and by 
additional fundraising. 
 
Backstage Trust 
Backstage Trust is a relatively small grant-giving charity whose primary focus is 
live performing arts, mainly theatre.  The Trust has a particular interest in 
projects involving disadvantaged children and young people. The Trust is aware of 
the complexity of running small arts organisations and is able to consider 
providing consultant time and advice on fundraising, management and feasibility 
studies for capital projects. 
 
The Clore Duffield Foundation 
Founded in 1964, the Foundation is a grant-making charity which concentrates its 
support on cultural learning, creating learning spaces within arts and heritage 
organisations, leadership training for the cultural and wider charitable sectors, 
and enhancing Jewish life. The Foundation is chaired by Dame Vivien Duffield, 
the daughter of the founder, Sir Charles Clore. 
www.cloreduffield.org.uk 
 
Heritage Lottery Fund   
To date, over £70million in HLF grants has been awarded to projects across the 
UK so they can mark the Centenary and explore all aspects of First World War 
heritage that matters to them. Through its First World War: then and now 
programme, HLF is making at least £1million available per year for six years until 
2019.  It is providing grants between £3,000 and £10,000 enabling communities 
and groups right across the UK to explore, conserve and share their First World 
War heritage and deepen their understanding of the impact of the conflict.  To 
find out how to apply for funding visit www.hlf.org.uk/thenandnow.  If a group 
needs a grant of more than £10,000 for a First World War project, it can apply to 
HLF through its open programmes www.hlf.org.uk/firstworldwar 

To join the conversation on social media please use #understandingww1 

DCMS 
4 August 2014 marked 100 years since the start of the First World War. In 
recognition of this significant milestone the Government is leading a four-year 
commemorative programme of national ceremonial events, cultural and 
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educational activity and community engagement. 
 
The Department for Culture, Media and Sport, DCMS, manages this cross 
government programme working with key delivery partners including Imperial 
War Museums, 14-18 NOW, Arts Council, Heritage Lottery Fund and Historic 
England.  

 
IWM  (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought 
and died in conflicts involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First 
World War.  IWM’s five branches attract over 2 million visitors each year.  
 
Historic Royal Palaces is the independent charity that looks after the Tower of 
London, Hampton Court Palace, the Banqueting House, Kensington Palace, Kew 
Palace and Hillsborough Castle.  We commission a programme of creative 
responses from artists across all of the Palaces in our care and help everyone 
explore the story of how monarchs and people have shaped society, in some of the 
greatest palaces ever built. We raise all our own funds and depend on the support 
of our visitors, members, donors, sponsors and volunteers. With the exception of 
Hillsborough Castle, these palaces are owned by The Queen on behalf of the 
nation, and we manage them for the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport. Historic Royal Palaces cares for Hillsborough Castle under a separate 
contract with the Northern Ireland Office. Registered charity number 1068852. 
For more information visit www.hrp.org.uk 
 
 
 

http://www.hrp.org.uk/

